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Leahy Reed Whitehouse
Markey Schumer Wyden
Merkley Van Hollen
Murray Warren

NOT VOTING—2
Isakson Sanders

The nomination was confirmed.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Scott Gottlieb, of Connecticut, to
be Commissioner of Food and Drugs, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.

Mitch McConnell, John Cornyn, Tom
Cotton, Dan Sullivan, Shelley Moore
Capito, John Barrasso, Roger F.
Wicker, Mike Rounds, Orrin G. Hatch,
Bill Cassidy, Pat Roberts, Mike Crapo,
Lamar Alexander, Richard Burr, John
Thune, Jerry Moran, James E. Risch.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Scott Gottlieb, of Connecticut, to be
Commissioner of Food and Drugs, De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS)
is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LANKFORD). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 57,
nays 41, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 123 Ex.]

YEAS—57
Alexander Ernst Murkowski
Barrasso Fischer Nelson
Bennet Flake Paul
Blunt Gardner Perdue
Boozman Graham Portman
Burr Grassley Risch
Capito Hatch Roberts
Carper Heitkamp Rounds
Cassidy Heller Rubio
Cochran Hoeven Sasse
Collins Inhofe Scott
Coons Johnson Shelby
Corker Kennedy Strange
Cornyn King Sullivan
Cotton Lankford Thune
Crapo Lee Tillis
Cruz McCain Toomey
Daines McConnell Wicker
Enzi Moran Young

NAYS—41
Baldwin Cardin Durbin
Blumenthal Casey Feinstein
Booker Cortez Masto Franken
Brown Donnelly Gillibrand
Cantwell Duckworth Harris
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Hassan Menendez Stabenow
Heinrich Merkley Tester
Hirono Murphy Udall
Kaine Murray Van Hollen
Klobuchar Peters Warner
Leahy Reed Warren
Manchin Schatz Whitehouse
Markey Schumer
McCaskill Shaheen Wyden
NOT VOTING—2
Isakson Sanders

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 57, the nays are 41.
The motion is agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Scott Gottlieb,
of Connecticut, to be Commissioner of
Food and Drugs, Department of Health
and Human Services.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Dakota.

CONFIRMATION OF HEATHER WILSON

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I am hon-
ored to speak tonight after casting my
vote to confirm Dr. Heather Wilson as
Secretary of the Air Force. I have
known Heather for nearly 20 years and
submit that President Trump could not
have selected a more qualified can-
didate to lead the Air Force in these
demanding times. I am pleased that the
Senate was finally able to confirm her
nomination, and I wish her great suc-
cess.

As an Air Force veteran, former
Member of Congress, and most recently
the leader of one of the top science and
engineering schools, the South Dakota
School of Mines and Technology, Dr.
Wilson has repeatedly demonstrated
leadership abilities that will serve her
and the Air Force well in this next
chapter.

Her commitment to duty links back
to her time as a cadet at the Air Force
Academy, where she was a distin-
guished graduate. In fact, she will be
the Academy’s first graduate in history
to serve as a Secretary of the Air
Force. Dr. Wilson went on to serve as
an Air Force officer in Europe during
the Cold War, where she was based in
the United Kingdom and at the U.S.
Mission to NATO in Brussels. Upon
leaving the Air Force, she served on
the National Security Council staff of
President George H.W. Bush, working
on NATO and conventional arms con-
trol.

At a time when America’s partner-
ships are being challenged by threats
around the world, I am confident that
her experience will lend a steady hand
to our military decisionmaking.

Dr. Wilson will also bring with her
great experience honed in the Halls of
Congress. At the start of her decades-
long representation of New Mexico’s
First Congressional District, she quick-
ly became one of the go-to Members on
national security issues. Heather took
on tough issues not unlike the ones she
will surely face as Secretary of the Air
Force. Whether on issues of strategic
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objectives and readiness or personnel
matters, such as military sexual as-
sault, she is prepared to have frank dis-
cussions on the issues and will con-
tribute insightful proposals on how to
best tackle the many challenges facing
the Air Force. She understands not
only the Air Force’s key capabilities
but the perilous outcomes we may face
as a nation if we do not properly train
and fund our military. She knows that
rising to meet the challenges of the
day must be done with an eye to the fu-
ture so we may also deter and defeat
the threats of tomorrow.

At a time when national security is
of foremost concern, Dr. Wilson under-
stands the Air Force’s tremendous re-
sponsibility in keeping Americans safe
and will be guided by the core values of
the Force: integrity first, service be-
fore self, and excellence in all that the
Air Force does.

I could not be happier for my friend,
Dr. Heather Wilson, and wish her and
her husband Jay the best of luck.
South Dakota and the South Dakota
School of Mines and Technology are
losing an asset, but I am confident that
the new era of excellence Heather
helped usher in leaves the school well-
positioned to remain a foremost engi-
neering, science, and research institu-
tion. We are proud of Heather’s contin-
ued success and trust she will represent
us well as the 24th Secretary of the Air
Force.

I would like to thank my colleague,
Chairman McCAIN, for his work to ad-
vance Dr. Wilson’s nomination through
the Senate Armed Services Committee
and for granting me the opportunity to
introduce Dr. Wilson at her confirma-
tion hearing. It was my honor to en-
dorse her before the committee and to
cast my vote in support of her nomina-
tion this evening. I am glad the Senate
has advanced another of President
Trump’s nominees and wish Dr. Wilson,
our next Secretary of the Air Force,
continued wisdom and success as she
continues her outstanding leadership
in service to our country.

Thank you, Mr. President.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL “MICKEY”
GORAL

Mr. DURBIN. Today, Mr. President, 1
want to honor my friend Michael
“Mickey” Goral. For nearly four dec-
ades, Mickey has held elected office in
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